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FREE LISTING! 


Do you have a community group 
that you would like to have listed 
in our Community Groups Section? 


art . 
Here's How You do it: 

1. Send us an e mail including a 

Thirty word description of your 

Non-Profit, or Charitable group. 

Don't forget to include contact 

information such as a permanant 

phone number, address, and 

e-mail address. 

Title your e-mail to us 

"DIRECTORY LISTING with 

the name of your group. 

(eg: DIRECTORY LISTING 

FOR GAY SWIMMERS) 
Note: This service is free for 
non-profit, and/or charitable groups. 
Please make sure that the contact 
information does not belong to an 
individual. The contact info. should 
be something that is permanant to 
the group. 
Call (780) 415-5616 
or e mail: times1O0@telusplanet.net 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 1s 
inviting applications from 
interested individuals’ for 
the position of General 
Manager. This will be a paid 
position that reports to the 
EVM Board of Directors. 
Primary duties include 
overseeing production § and 
publicity for =the chore. 
RepAy in confidence» “to 
sing@Gevmchoir.com to request 
a detailed job description. 
Closing date for applications 


is 30.June 2004. ee 
a | EVM 


Edmonton City Centre 
Ph 429-2233 
Toll free 1 888 255 0515 
email glen@algonquintravel.com 


"We buwow The Placer You wait “fo Go" 


Realty Edmonton 
Nothing Sells Like a MaxWell House 


780.490.5006 


rjansen@maxwellrealty.ca Rea Jansen, Agent 


creative home transitions 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. Please keep 
letters as short as possible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as necessary. 
Letters must be signed and include the home address and telephone number 
of the writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of 
the name or photograph of any person or organization in articles or advertis- 
ing in Times .10 is not to be construed as any indication of the sexual 
orientation of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is 
copyrighted and must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10 
Publications Society. The only exception to the copyright is the material from 
National AIDS Clearing house which may be duplicated with credit given. 


Join Millions of other people 
from our World Wide 
Community at 
www.times10.org 
Our Stories, Photos 
Politics, Groups and 
Features 
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Hello... 
Edmonton? 


By Joey Gierulski 


Last month I asked to hear 
some response from you the 
readers about what it is you 
would do if you were to start 
up your own_ gay 
establishment. Well, the 
overwhelming response that I 
got back was quite impressive. 
Oh no, wait, that was the April 
article I wrote and got hundreds 
of responses from upset 
transOeverythings. Yes, this 
time when I asked for your 
response I got nothing. Good. 
Hello, Edmonton, are you for 
real? It seems that people in 
this city only have something 
to say when they are pissed off 
at someone. It would appear 
that all we do is harp and 
complain about what we donit 
have, and why we donit have 
it. Could this be why our 
community is lacking 
leadership and initiative? 
Because we would muchrather 
sit and be pissed off and fight 
against each other, rather than 
fight together to reach a 
common goal? 


Over the past few years many 
of the leaders in our Gay and 
Lesbian community have been 
leaving us, some are passing 
away, some are just getting 
the hell out of here, and it 
would seem that the rest are 
retiring. So what are we left 
with? Well, according to a 
survey, about 60,000 homois 
are in the greater Edmonton 
area. Seems like enough to 
continue leading our Gay and 
Lesbian community into the 
future. No, because it appears 
that most would rather just sit 
back and bitch, and worry 
about ourselves. Orso it would 
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seem. The reason why I 
think this way is because 
itis always the same faces 
that are putting in all the 
effort, year after year. No 
one new seems to be 
showing up to help. 
Edmonton, being apart of a 
Gay and Lesbian 
community isnit just about 
going to a bar, or showing 
up at the pride events to get 
drunk, and it most certainly 
isnit about knowing whois 
doing who. Being a part of 
a community is about 
working with each other to 
reach a common goal. 


Last month there was an 
article about stonewall. 
This was an event where 
thousands of homosexual 
men and woman stood 
together for a common 
cause. Basically to say to 
the redneck heterois of the 
world that we exist and itis 
about time you allow us to 
be who we are. Funny thing 
what happened there, they 
all stood together to reacha 
common goal and things 
started to change for gays 
and lesbians worldwide. 
An army of 100 always 
beats an army of one. 


Letis all remember that 
showing up at the Pride 
parade and cheering for 30 
minutes, does not really 
help towards the betterment 
of our Gay and Lesbian 
community. Remember 
that there is strength in 
numbers, and the more of 
us that work together to 
reach a common goal, 
(Unity and understanding) 
the quicker we can get to 
that goal. 


Summer is the best time of 
the year to get involved. 
There. are over , 30 
community groups and 


committees in Edmontonis 
Gay and Lesbian 


Community, all of which are 
always looking for support 
through donations or 


volunteer work. So instead 
of harping about what we 
donit have, think about what 
we could have if we all 
jumped in. Go take a look 
for these community groups, 
call the one up that interests 
you, and see how you can 
help. I understand we all 


AVAILABLE 


lead busy lives, and we all 
have a lot to do, but so do the 
people who are already 
volunteering their time to 
make things happen in this 
community. 

Wouldnit it be nice to hear 
people from the bigger cities 
say, iWow you should see 
what Edmonton has.i Or 
better yet, people moving to 
Edmonton because of what 
we have instead of moving 
away because of what we 
donit have. 


With all of this being said, I 
dedicate this issue of 
Times.10 to the people who 
have spent long hours making 
things possible for us all. To 
Mickey and all the volunteers 
of Edmontonis Pride week, I 
thank you and I look forward 
to another fantastic Pride 
week as we have had in the 
past. Itis people like you who 
make Edmontonis GLBT 
community alive. 
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Opening Gay Pride June 18, The Diva's in Concert 
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Your Time 
To Chose 


By Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 


This will be one of the 
only times I will be able 
to speak about the up 
coming Federal Election. 
I will try to keep it short 
and simple so everyone 
can pick up afew pointers 
before voting. 


The most critical of these is of 
course that we do vote in this 
election. With fewer and fewer 
people voting we are allowing 
a smaller group of people 
govern our country. It is a sad 
day when so many people stay 
at home and feel there is no 
need to vote. Imagine if you 
were living in a country where 


you had no right to vote. Or 
even worse, live in a democracy 
where your votes do not count 
as in the last election in the 
United States. It is time for us to 
get the younger voters to take 
up this right and go to the polling 
stations and do their duty and 
vote. 


Here in Alberta and the west we 
have three choices to make 
before voting. We can vote for 
a lot more taxation by electing a 
New Democrat to office in 
Ottawa. They would also crush 
any small business and raise 
taxes so high that larger 
corporation would leave 
Canada. However with a lot 
more taxes you would be left on 
unemployment insurance until 
it ran out and then left with 
nothing. These are the Socialists 
that hide behind sweet names 
and smiles while digging into 
your bank accounts and wallets. 
Since they despise the private 
sector you would see the 
government department filled 
with more civil servants who 
create and do nothing. They are 
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however good at shuffling 
paper from desk to desk and 
call that work all the while 
adding more taxes and running 
a deficit. Since I am a small 


business person I have been 
witness to a civic government 
gone wild. There is no 
accountability and no person 
takes responsibility for his or 
her actions against a small 
business attempting to grow. 
You will be blocked every step 
of the way from a development 
permit and no person within 
their walls will be willing to 
make a project move forward. 
Mind you, you will pay all the 


Keep a “real voice” from Alberta in Ottawa 


(This Ad paid for by the members of the Times .10 Publications Society) 


non-refundable fees along 
the way. 


Another choice you have is 
the newly created combo of 
Alliance and Conservative 
members. Keep in mind that 
Peter McKay breaking a 
promise and lying to his 
Conservative members in 
the first place created this 
party. A great way to get 
things started if you believe 
that deceit is okay. So who 
gets to be the leader, well of 
course the Alliance 
candidate Harper of course 
since he has the greatest 
number of Alliance voters. 
It looks like and smells like 
a fraudulent abuse of power 
to me. Do they have any 
policies that they can present 
to the Canadian public? Of 
course not, as they have not 
developed a policy at the 
call of the election. The old 
Conservative policies and 
the old Alliance policies 
need to somehow be 
combined to represent this 
newly merged party. We 


know where the Alliance party 
stood on gay and lesbians 
rights as they had shown in the 
voting in the House of 
Parliament. Other minorities 
might try to find out where 
they stand on such things as 
immigration prior to voting. 
Since their hatred of lesbians 
and gays is so obvious and 
clear, can we count any support 
from them should they get the 
power torun our country? lam 
of feeling that this group of 
bible carrying thugs would just 
tear up the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms and put their 
version of God in charge. If 
you think I am joking just look 
south of the border and see 
what rights have been stripped 
from the Constitution of the 
United States by those of 
similar mind or lack thereof. 
You have a free will so vote 
with a little knowledge of this 
group and be mindful of their 
motives to grasp onto power. 


The most dramatic changes 
that have ever been made in 
our country have been made 
under the Liberal Party of 
Canada. You would have to 


By Michael Derry 


i DONT KNow, (MA NEw To THE 
WHOLE "MARRIAGE" THING MYSELF! 1S 
THERE EVEN SUCH THiné AS BAW 


do a little history on it but you 
will find a few gems. A Liberal 
Prime Minister W. M. King 
governed us during the Second 
World War. The St. Lawrence 
Seaway was constructed under 
another Liberal L. St. Laurent 
that made a dramatic change 
in our trading routes and 
relationship with our 
neighbour to the south. Lester 
B. Pearson stood his ground 
and would not let the U. S. put 
nuclear weapons on our soil. It 
was his decision that Canada 
would be a peacekeeper nation 
and not a war mongering one. 
Pierre E. Trudeau gave us the 
Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms to chew on for a few 
decades. And yes, even while 
clinging glasses with Premier 
Lougheed, the national energy 
program did not work the way 
it should have and had to be 
cancelled. 


Under ChrEtien the country ran 
smoothly at first and then too 
many friends began to be paid 
off in one way or another. It 
was a case of missing or 
unaccounted money and it 
should not have happened. The 
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elected Members of 
Parliament are there to govern 
thes country. | note the 
Bureaucrats and their friends. 
It was wrong and we have 
witnessed a long process to 
solve the problem and fix it so 
that it cannot happen. Our MPs 
are the ones who are supposed 
to run our country and if Paul 
Martin says he will fix it I 
believe he will be left no 
choice but to do so. The Liberal 
Party is as diverse as you can 
get and is friendly to every 
minority including gays and 
lesbians. Each of the Provinces 
has their fair share of problems 
whether they are wealthy like 
Alberta or poor like 
Nieow to urn d barn dd" 
Accountability does not exist 
in Alberta where billions of 
dollars are pouring into the 
Province with the gas prices 
rising. Do you have any idea 
where all the money is going? 
When you compare the 
amount of money that is 
handled by Ottawa, overall the 
job of taking care of our money 
has been well done. When you 
have a°500 Billion dollar 
budget and a hundred million 


fM JUST GLAD THEYRE STILL GOING 
THROUGH WITH IT, DERRICK WAS PRETTY 
PISSED THAT RANG WOLUDING THEIR 
WEDDING IN HIG STORY ABOUT GAW MAR- 
RAGE. | DoalT GET iT, DUDE! wy ARE Ai 
YOu GAN GINS SO GENGITVE Antw Ad? 
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are mishandled let us not be so 
quick to blame one man, least 
of all Paul Martin and the many 
Liberals all over our country. 
Here in our medium sized City 
of Edmonton we went into the 
election with our MP Anne 
McLellan as the Deputy Prime 
Minister. It is not the time to 
abandon her since she has done 
her best to represent our 
concerns and wishes. I urge 
you to vote with your heart and 
mind fully aware of what each 
party is really offering. Do one 
thing for certain, on elections 
day, June 28" please Vote! 


We have nothing to be ashamed 
of in our wonderful country of 
such a diverse and educated 
people. I understand how a 
family or person can feel about 
so many tariffs placed on us by 
the unelected President in the 
United States. Our best hope is 
that he will be replaced in 
November of this year during 
their elections. 


Perhaps that will bring peace 
between our nations and the 
borders will open as they have 
been for many generations. 


NAW, (8 MORE “QUESTION”. | 
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ABOUT THAT? 


win, TroylortHes Com 
mikahOenryPnducts. coe 


Times.10 Magazine 9 


Czar Rules the Music Scene for Pride NYC 2004 


iAmbrosia for the Gods,i a 
much anticipated new music 
performance and CD release 
from singer/songwriter 
€Czari debuts this summer at 
The Belt Theater, (336 w. 
37th St. 8-9 Aves.) June 23rd 
through June 27th, 8 pm 
nightly. A fully 
downloadable electronic 
media kit can be found at: 
WWw.czarmusic.com, 


mediakit.html. 


Distinguishing Czaris music 
from that of other artists is 
his melodical strength, 
seductive harmonies and 
thought provoking lyrics 
amid high-energy dance- 
inducing music, designed to 
tap into thematic 
philosophies of sensuality, 
body empowerment and 
confidence. Bringing sex out 
of the closet, Czaris varied 
musical style within both 
performance and CD 


aa Ee a 


Ag 
& 
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explore the spiritual path to 
revelation as something to 
be exalted, not trivialized. 
His first full-length CD is to 
be streleased| June, 23; 
independently. 


iThe Belt Theater is a raw 
performance space with rock 
concert feel, accentuating 
the music, performance and 
natural sensation,i exclaims 
Czar. iGay Pride Week in 
New York City is ideal for 
great live entertainment. Itis 
a terrific time to convey 
messages of sexual 
empowerment, when 
everyone is in the joy of the 
moment of expression 
without inhibitions.i 


The iAmbrosia For The 
Godsi CD and performances 
both blend a wide variety of 
Czaris most admired styles 
of alternative and classic 
dance music to a largely 
Rock and Roll platform, 
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10121-124 Street |_ 


10 Times.10 Magazine, June 2004 


intended to make audiences 
dance. Influenced early by 
timeless bands such as The 
Who, Three Dog Night, The 
Temptations, Grand Funk 
Railroad and Ashford/ 
Simpson, Czar also credits 
his musical aspirations to 
classic storytellers like The 
Doors and CSNY as well as 
stage and film musicals like 
An American in Paris and 
Woodstock. 


iBlending all the styles of 
music I enjoy and appreciate 
most, I want listeners to 
come away from iAmbrosia 
for the Godsi with more 
confidence in their own 
bodies derived from my 
lyrics and sound, that 
seductively celebrate the 
ritualistic aspects of 
sensuality. I may walk a 
controversial path to 
revelation, portraying a 
beast fundamentalists fear 


RRS ABS TILE 


because sex ignites ecstasy, 
but I believe physical 
communication is just as 
important, if not more than 
verbal communication,i 
declares Czar. 


With a career ranging from 
contracts with major dance 
companies such as the 
Joffrey Ballet and Alvin 
Ailey Dance Company to 
industrials and Broadway, 
spanning the globe from 
New York to Singapore, 
Czar is no stranger to 
performing onstage and in 
film. Physical awareness 
comes naturally to Czar 
who began as a dancer in 
New York in the mid- 
seventies, working with the 
likes of Rudolph Nureyev, 
Ben Vereen and Lucie 
Arnaz as well as forming 
his own all-male dance 
company, Centaur Dance 
Theater. 
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Is This What The Government Means By "Water For Life? 


By Laurie Blakeman 
MLA 


Recently, Environment 
Minister Lorne Taylor 
decided to uphold the 
Environmental Appeals 
Boardis decision to allow 
Capstone Energy to divert 
600 cubic meters of 
freshwater a day from the 
Red Deer river for the next 
year so they can pour it 
down old wells to make 
them spew up every last 
dreg of oil. This despite 
protestations from the 
City of Red Deer and eight 
other area mayors that 
such a diversion would 
draw valuable fresh water 
from an area already 
facing major shortages. 


It makes you wonder 
where this governmentis 
priorities and loyalties lie. 
Apparently not with rural 
Albertans, Kleinis 
éMarthas and Henrysi 
who have been hit hard 
by the BSE backlash and 
whose crops depend on 
the precarious availability 
of fresh water. Apparently 
not with Albertans living 
in small towns and cities 


whose municipal 
representatives the 
province has decided to 
ignore. It also makes you 
wonder about the 
priorities of an 
Environmental Appeals 


Board, whose mandate is 


to protect the 
environment, when they 
blatantly ignore 
environmental 
considerations to rule in 
favour of a corporation. 
Does Alberta extend past 
Calgaryis downtown or 
not? 


Most Albertans would 
agree that water is far 
intrinsically 


more 


valuable than oil. We 
canit live without fresh 
water, whereas we could 
easily find alternative 
energy sources if we were 
willing to invest the 
necessary resources. Even 
though our planet is 
literally covered in 
water, only a finite 
portion, about 2% 
(most of which is 
frozen in glaciers 
and ice caps), is 
éfresh.i The water 
pumped down these 
wells is worse than 
flushed down the 
drain, at least water 
down the drain re- 
enters# the iresh 
water cycle. Water 
poured down these 
wells is gone forever. 
Albertais future depends 
on proper management of 
its resources, oil and water 
included. In allowing 
fresh water to disappear 
into oblivion, the 
government is playing 
recklessly with Albertais 
future. What kind of 
legacy are we leaving 
future generations by 
accumulating such wealth 


and yet squandering the 
basic necessities of life? 


Besides, its not as though 
there arenit other means 
of forcing oil out of wells, 
saline water and carbon 
dioxide are viable 
a, bitvetrena: (is vee se 
Unfortunately, the desire 
to make a quick buck 
overrules the need for 
responsible stewardship 
of Albertais natural 
resources. 

In November of 2003 the 
Alberta government 
implemented its Water for 
Life strategy, promising 
to attend to ithe wise 
management of Albertais 
water quantity and quality 
fOrauthensbenchitweor 
Albertans now and in the 
future.i Things donit bode 
well for Albertans if this 
is how the government 
intends on keeping its 
promises. But we still have 
a choice, I encourage you 
to sign on to 
www.waterforlife.gov.ab.ca 
before the end of the 
month to register your 
comments or call 310- 
0000 and make your voice 
heard. 
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Pride 
Worship 
Celebrations 
2004 


Pride in Song 

Lambda Christian 
Community Church & 
Garneau United Church 


JIM & JEAN STRATHDEE 
Sunday, June 20: 10:30 AM 
& 7PM 


Internationally honoured 
hymn and _ songwriters, 
worship leaders and concert 
artists, Jim & Jean Strathdee 
share the power and sensitivity 
of their music with thousands 
of people each year. Their 
songs are a musical offering 
of hope and encouragement 
for all people, bringing a 
message of compassion, 
justice and healing. 


The Strathdees have a special 
gift for encouraging people 
to sing with them. Much of 
the music they write and 
perform is for congregations 
to sing. They treasure the 
musical heritage of the 
Christian church, and see their 
work never to replace this 
tradition, but to enrich it. Their 
work expresses a wide range 
of musical moods- joyful, 
playful, prayerful and always 
heartfelt. It spans a diversity 
of sound and style animated 
with piano, guitar, mandolin, 
harmonica and African 
drums. They travel widely 
doing concerts, leading 
worship celebrations, 
workshops and retreats. Jim 
and Jean are the directors of 
music at St. Markis United 
Methodist Church in 
Sacramento, California where 
they coordinate a dynamic and 
diverse program. This 
congregation is supportive of 
their music ministry to the 
wider church and encourages 
them to take tours several 
times a year. 


Every year thousands of 
persons throughout the U.S. 
and Canada experience the 
sensitivity and power of their 
music and message. They have 
a long time connection to 
churches in Central America, 
and have done several tours 
there, singing their songs in 
Spanish translation. 


In 1976, they formed their own 
recording and publishing 
companies, Caliche Records 
and Desert Flower Music. 
They have produced 14 
songbooks and recordings, 
plus numerous choral pieces. 
In addition, their music is 
published in dozens of 
hymnals, songbooks and 
curricula around the world. 


This year, Lambda Christian 
Community Church and 
Garneau United Church have 
invited Jim and Jean Strathdee 
to celebrate their inclusive and 
uplifting music in Edmonton 
during the worship services 
on June 20, during Pride 
Week. Our hymnal includes a 


number of Strathdees musical 
offerings and we were excited 
at the opportunity to have 
them visit as they have not 
been in Edmonton in many 
years. Pleased with the 
invitation, they wrote saying, 
iWeire very interested in 
being part of your Pride Week 
celebrations. We just had a 
wonderful experience sharing 
our music with the GLBT 
community as they gathered 
for the Sth Anniversary of 
the Holy Union of Jeanne 
Barnett & Ellie Charlton (a 
very important event in the 
history of the United 
Methodist Church).i 


We invite everyone to join 


either Garneau United 
Church at 10:30 AM or 
Lambda Christian 


Community Church at 7 PM 
on Sunday, June 20 to 
worship, sing and celebrate. 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
11148 nh 84 AVENUE, 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
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Speaking 
of 
Normal 


By Liz Massiah, 
MSW, RSW, 
Clinical Social Worker 


Balancing the needs of an 
invisible minority with those 
for integration within the 
mainstream is an ongoing 
question. We have struggled 
long and hard for integration, 
and from a legal standpoint, 
are almost completely there. 


Now we donit speak of 
homophobia, but of a more 
recent term, 
ihomonegativityi- we can 
have our rights, but folks 
donit like us. Frankly, I donit 
care much about being 
ilikedi, as a dyke, except by 
my partner, who seems to 
like me, most of the time. 
And my family and friends 
and so forth, but that is about 
liking me as a woman. That 
is different than liking me as 
a member of an invisible 
minority. 


How many times have we 
said to politicians just that, 
you donit have to like us? 
We donit really care if you 
like us, we are to be seen as 
and treated as equal. 


One of the struggles we are 
having, I think, as a 
community, is the need for 
integration, more so that the 
need for iour spacei for 
services. For a womenis 
dance, yep, for a menis bar, 
sure, but for a psychiatrist, I 
doubt it. I know several 
straight psychiatrists who do 
a fine job with our 
community, and even some 
gay ones who also do a fine 
job with straight folks. The 
more we ghettoize and focus 
on our differences, the less 
likelyaGwe .atem tombe 
integrated. As a 
businesswoman, with a 
successful psychotherapy 
practice, I am known as 
someone with a specialty in 
working within the lesbian 
and gay community. And as 
a therapist who works 
extensively with trauma. But 
I have never had an 
expectation that my 
community would provide 
the bulk of my work- there 
just arenit enough of us out 
there. 1Onmtiay etree 
reasonable. Anyone who 
expects any sort of profit 
from just one small 
community will have a hard 
time paying the rent. To 
maintain an active non- 
profit for any small 
community, is really, really 
tough. And I wonder if those 
days are moving away from 
our needs. 


So I have some questions 
with the plans for the new 
Pride organization, with its 
centralized services for the 
glbt/HIV community. 
Frankly I donit think there 
is the population base to 
draw from to maintain the 
breadth of services being 
suggested. From what I have 
seen on the web site, I 
wonder how this notion of 
one stop health shopping for 
a community that can 
manage to support itself. 


Also, the report on the health 
service delivery concerns of 
the glbt community, as 
published in Times.10, i 
not very helpful. Research 
needs to tell us how one 
thing is similar or different 
to another, and _ the 
information provided is just 
inadequate. Perhaps a more 
thorough discussion, with 
the references and data 
would be useful, and allow 
us to make a more informed 
decision. 


In my experience, less and 
less often do I hear stories 
of poor service; rather I hear 
growing mnonchalance 
regarding our sexual 
orientation among service 
providers. Bankers care 
more about your stable 
income than who your 
partner is, the fertility clinic 
encourages lesbians to 


active participate in the 
insemination of their partners 
with donor sperm, realtors 
encourage us to move into 
areas to upgrade them and so 
forth. Landlords like the idea 
of a new gay bar, increases 
traffic in the area, makes it 
safer for us all. 


Not to say there is not still 
hatred, not still plain old- 
fashioned bigotry out there. 
There is and there is lots of it. 
But I am not yet convinced 
that we need centres such as 
are being suggested, but I 
could be very wrong, it would 
not be the first or last time for 
that. 


Happy Pride. 


Postscript: A couple of 
months ago, the editor let 
through a comment in another 
column that some have taken 
to suggest that my practice 
might be a good place to come 
to get your bisexuality fixed. 
I donit think this should have 
been printed, frankly, and it 
sure is wrong about my 
practice. 


All comments are those of 
the author alone, and are not 
meant to replace consultation 
witha qualified professional. 
Any client related 
information is altered to 
protect identities. 


: 12224 JASPER AVE 
EDMONTON 
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Here we are entering June 
already, and what a Great 
way to start it off, with our 
29" annual Coronation Ball. 
For those who havenit heard 
about it yet, It is being held 
Saturday June 5 at the 
Edmonton Freemasons Hall, 
10308 100ave, 6pm. Tickets 
are $25.00. Come out and 
show your support as we bid 
farewell to Emperor & 
Empress 28, Rob and Oprah. 
Sticky Vicky is our sole 
candidate this year, voting is 
also being held that night at 
the hall from Spm-9pm. You 
do not have to attend the Ball 
to vote, however it is 
encouraged. 


As we begin a brand new 
Court year, our first major 
event will be the Gay 
Edmonton Pageant, being 


held at the end of Pride Week, 
Friday June 25" at Boots 
10242 106st. Anyone is 
welcome to run for either Mr. 
Gay or Mz. Gay. As we have 


done in the past, contestants 
are urged to represent a 
business or organization or 
their choice, however it is not 
mandatory. The show itself 


at Metro-BoyzTown * June 4th * 11 pm 


starring Devon Mills « Mistress Verushka 


in association with 


METRO-BOYZTOWN, OUTLOOKS & INTERACTIVE MALE 


FREE ADMISSION VIP PASS 
available at PRIAPE 
{$5 cover at the door) 


Monday. to Saturday: 12 pm to. 9 pm 


Sunday: 12 pm to 6 pm 


News From the Court 


will showcase many of our 
past Mr. & Mz. Gays as well 
as the step down of our current 
Gays, Mattress and Ruby 
Slippah. 


Anyone interested in 
running for these positions 
should contact a court 
member before June 22”. 
You do not need to be a 
drag queen to run, we are 
looking for any sort of 
talent or performance for 
either position. 
Contestants will be judged 
by apanel of select judges 
as well as by audience 
applause, so bring your 
friends if you are running. 
At press time, we do not know 
the outcome of Coronation. 
We can only assume that 
Sticky Vicky will be our next 
Empress. That is up to you to 


1322 17th ave SW, Calgary (Ab) T2T 0C3 « Tel. 
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get out and vote iyesi on 
June 5". In any event, the 
Court will go on. As well as 
the Gay pageant, watch for 
other events coming up. 
Investitures will be held in 
early July, as well, afew ofus 
will be heading to Winnipeg 
for their 5" Coronation Ball 
Be sure to check out all the 
Pride events going on 
throughout the month of June. 
Happy Pride everyone! 


ISCWR 


EDMONTON 


Emperor 27, Bobby 


SUX 


Photo Robert Laliberté 


PRISM 2004 — 


Toronto Pride Events 
_ Official Ticket Outlet 


403) 215-1801 


huttle service to Buddy's Nite club 
ffer Party at Buddy's Nite Club « 
17258 Jasper Ave 


2004 at 9: 
(doors open at 8) 
TransAlta Arts Barns 
10330 bith Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
ckets $15 (non-Chaps members) $l0 (Chaps members) at: 


B&D Emporium - 9652 Jasper Ave, 
at the door or from the NC Executive 
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Man gets 10 years for Transmitting HIV 


By Gus Cairns 


Malawian student and 
musician Feston Konzani, 28, 
was sentenced to 10 years at 
Teesside Crown Court on 
Friday May 14 for inflicting 
grievous bodily harm on four 
women by_ recklessly 
infecting them with HIV. 


Judge Peter Fox told 
Konzani the sentence was 
intended to act as a deterrent 
to other HIV-positive people 
who did the same. He said 
they should disclose their 
health status and use 
condoms with their sexual 
partners. 


The case occasioned some 
sensational (and inaccurate) 
reporting. The Sun claimed 
that iAll the lovers 
[Konzani] infected are likely 
to die from AIDS in the next 
few yearsi and made much 


of the fact that Konzani 
sought asylum on the basis 
of being gay and was advised 
on what to tell the 
immigration authorities by a 
former boyfriend (see HIV 
accused was brought to U.K 


b Y Pay lover). 


Konzani offered no defense 
on the basis of the truth of 
the charges and admitted he 
had acted recklessly by not 
using a condom. 


But his defense team tried to 
make the case that the 
women had consented to the 
risk of catching a sexual 
disease. She had done so by 
agreeing to have unprotected 
sex with him. 


His lawyer, Tim Roberts, 
said that there was no law in 
the U.K. that compelled 
disclosure of HIV status and 
that even if Konzani had 
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behaved immorally, under the 
law he had done nothing 
wrong. 


But Judge Fox was skeptical 
about the defense of consent. 
He told the jury, ilf a little 
bird had whispered in the ear 
of one of the women as she 
was about to have 
unprotected sex with Feston 
Konzani, €Would you be 
doing this if you knew he was 
HIV-infected?i would she 
reply €No I wouldnit,i or 
would she reply éIt doesnit 
matter, ill be all righti? If itis 
the former you have to find 
him guilty. If itis the latter 
you must find him not guilty. i 


HIV organizations reacted 
with gloom to the third 
successful prosecution for 
HIV transmission in 
England. Bernard Forbes, 
Chair of the U.K. Coalition 
of People Living with HIV 


and AIDS, said: iWe would 
support the criminalization of 
HIV as a weapon, or 
deliberate intent to infect, 
which is what was originally 
proposed by the Home Office 
in 1998. But we need to think 
carefully about the public 
health implications of these 
prosecutions for reckless 
transmission.i 


Michelle Reid, chief 
executive of Manchesteris 
George House Trust, said, 
i We are convinced that these 
convictions will do more to 
increase the spread of HIV 
than prevent it. Itis not a 
question of right or wrong 
sexual behavior. The threat of 
legal prosecution will mean 
fewer people being open 
about their HIV status. Fear, 
ignorance and recrimination 
have been the best friends of 
the spread of HIV over the 
last 20 years.i 
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A View 
from the 
Top 


R.E.S.P.E.C.T. (find out 
what it means to me) 


The issue of respect in our 
community has been talked 
about since I became amember 
of the Leather brotherhood 
(sometime around the time dirt 
was invented). The debate 
rages on, more than likely 
without any resolution, but I 
would like to wade into the 
conversation with some 
musings of my own on this 
topic. 


Letis define respect as it 
applies to our community. 


RESPECT: high or special 
regard abo) BEM sbroathe 
quality or state of being 
esteemed c plural : expressions 
of respect or deference 
(Merriam Webster online 
dictionary) 


Respect is a cornerstone of 
anyoneis ego if they are honest 
with themselves. It reinforces 
your own sense of self (your 
place in the world). It also 
gives you rank in your own 
community. Respect in one 
community is not necessarily 
transferable to another (can 
you honestly see MENSA 
being interested in who can 
flog the longest/strongest/or 
with the most artistic flair?). 
Most important, it isan earned 
thing based on 
accomplishment rather than a 
claimed aspect of anyoneis 
personality. 


Knowing those basic ideas we 
can start applying them to our 
own brotherhood. I do want to 
preface this part of the article 
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by saying I am, by no means, 
an expert on this topic. I 
simply wish to share some 
observations of my own. I 
am not speaking of specific 
people (although someone is 
sure to interpret it that way) 
but more in generalities. 


There are a people I respect 
and admire using their 
accomplishments as a 
personal goal post to attain 
for myself. These people are 
not necessarily iLeatheri but 
more to the point are ireali. 
They have managed to strip 
away the masks and 
protective barriers we all use 
to keep ourselves safe. They 
live their lives completely iin 
the momenti, trying as much 
as they are able to experience 
the limited time we have on 
this earth to the fullest. 


[have always understood our 
Leather brotherhood to be a 
questing one, that is, one that 
continually tests boundaries 
(personal or otherwise). 
There are qualities of self- 
empowerment by giving 
oneself permission to explore 
and trust and communication. 
These are all key to what the 
leather brotherhood means to 
me. 


Where I begin to have 
problems is when I see people 
usually on line kinksters) 


demanding that I refer to them 
as Sir/Master/Mistress/ 
DommeOetc etc etc without 
any concept of what those 
terms mean. Tobe honest with 
myself itis the problem with 
them demanding that I use 
these honorifics while I feel 
personally that I do not know 
why they have received 
them or if they have ever 
done anything besides self 
title themselves to merit the 
honorific. It makes me 
angry to think that these 
people can assume that they 
merit respect simply 
because they have read a 
couple of books or 
participated in ion line 


playi. 


Even more irritating is the 
person who walks into a 
public place and demands 
to be served by every bottom 
in the place. This to me shows 
the height of disrespect. Tops 
do not exist without bottoms. 
Bottoms are in no way less 
valuable to our brotherhood 
than Tops are. Why would 
anyone think any differentl 


unless they have a problem 
with earned respect? 


I guess it all comes down to 
our view of our community 
and how we show respect. It 
does not have to be 
demeaning and should, from 
my viewpoint, be completely 
mutual and completely 
earned, not assumed. By 
earning respect from your 


peers you have _ the 
satisfaction of knowing that 
you have attained the 
characteristics that are 
admired through our 
brotherhood. 


Last word this time folks. 
Commanding respect is very 
different from demanding it. 
Commanding is an earned 
concept and is not assumed by 
the owner. Demanding respect 
does nothing except belittle the 
owner in the eyes of his/her 
community. 


Until next time 

I remain 

Yours in Leather Brotherhood 
Scott Bryen 


Mr. Edmonton Leather 2003 


PaO tons Largest 


Collection ra) iy G ay 


and Sesbian 


{Perio 


dicals 


Grom Around The World! 


Come, Cheak-out 
the Collection 


us ichs IB uilding 


The Front Page 
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GMOC Coordinator 


Sought by Planned Parenthood Edmonton, in 
cooperation with the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre/Pride Centre of Edmonton, to fill half-time 10 
month term position. The successful candidate will 
coordinate the Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (GMOC). 
Responsible for administering community education, 
health and wellness awareness, HIV prevention, 
outreach and health promotion programs for 
gay/bisexual/MSM youth and men. The successful 
candidate will have a degree/diploma in administration, 
community health promotion, or adult education or 
relevant experience. An understanding of the issues in 
Edmonton and area concerning gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual communities is essential as well as a solid 
working knowledge of HIV/AIDS. A background in 
project management and program evaluation would be 
an asset. Please forward resumes, by 3:00 p.m. Friday, 
June 11, 2004 to: Executive Director, #50, 9912 - 106 
Street Edmonton, AB TSK 1C5 Fax: (780) 425-1782 
Only candidates selected for an interview will be 
contacted. 


———— 


Muscle Maid 


Cleaning Services 
Proudly Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Of Edmoriton 
We Offer : 


Regular Home Cleaning 
Weekly 

Biweekly 

Monthly 


Move In / Out Cleaning 
Window Cleaning 


For a free in home estimate call 


440-3258 


Kitten's Betty Ford 
- Hangover Clinie 


Free Pool & 
Happy Hour Drait 
All Night Long 
Every Sunday! 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St. vat 
426-3150 00Se” 
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The Truth Will Set You Free 


In a small cathedral, a janitor was 
cleaning the pews between services 
when he was approached by the 
church minister. The minister 
asked the janitor, iCould you go 
into the confessional and listen to 
confessions for me? I really have 
to go to the bathroom and the 
Widow McGee is coming. She 
tends to go on but never really 
does anything worthy of serious 
repentance, so when sheis done 
just give her 10 Hail Maryis and 
lill be right back.i 


Being the helpful sort, the janitor 
agreed. Just as expected the Widow 
McGee came into the booth and 
started her confession. iOh Father, 
I fear I have done the unforgivable. 
I have given into carnal thoughts 
and have had oral sex.i 


Stunned, the janitor had no idea 
how to handle this situation. Surely 
10 Hail Maryis would not do. So, 
in a moment of desperation the 
janitor peered his head out of the 
confessional and asked an altar 
boy, iSon, what does the minister 
give for oral sex? 


In reply the altar boy said, iTwo 
Snickers bars and a Coke.i 


The Heavenly Deal 


There were these two friends, one 
who was gay, who died ina horrible 
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Jokes & Laffs! 


Brought to you By Joey Gierulski 
And the Letter "Q" 


car accident. They both went to 
heaven and were standing at the 
pearly gates when St. Peter met 
them. St. Peter asked the first man 
for a picture of his wife. After 
looking at the picture, St. Peter 
asked him if he had ever cheated 
on her. The man replied, il was 
unfaithful to my wife one time.i 
St. Peter decided to give the mana 
station-wagon for him to drive 
around heaven. 


Now it was the second manis turn. 
St. Peter asked him for a picture of 
his wife and then asked if he had 
ever cheated on her. The man 
replied, iActually lim gay, but 
hereis a picture of my lover, and I 
never cheated on him.i St. Peter 
was very impressed and decided 
to give the man a Ferrari to drive 
around heaven. 


After a few months in heaven, the 
two friends met up with each other. 
The second man was bragging 
about his Ferrari when the other 
turned to him and said, il wouldnit 
be bragging if I were you. I just 
saw your lover on a skateboard.i 


Careful What you Wish for 


A gay couple had been partnered 
for 25 years and was celebrating 
the 60th birthday of one of them. 
During the party, a fairy appeared 
and said that because they had 
been sucha loving couple all those 
years, she would give them one 


wisheach. The one who was giving 
the party said, iWeive blown all 
our money on parties and fine 
dining and decorating this house, 
live never gotten to see the world. 
I wish we could travel all over the 
world.i The fairy waved her wand 
and POOF! He had the tickets in 
his hand. Next, it was the birthday 
boyis turn. He paused for a 
moment, and then with a sly grin 
said, iWell, lid like a boyfriend 30 
years younger than me.i The fairy 
waved her wand and POOF! He 
was 90. 


Worlds Funniest 


Two hunters are out in the woods 
when one of them collapses. He 
doesnit seem to be breathing and 
his eyes are glazed. The other guy 
takes out his phone and calls the 
emergency services. 

He gasps: iMy friend is dead! What 
can I do?i The operator says: 
iCalm down, I can help. First, 
letis make sure heis dead.i There 
is asilence, then a gunshotis heard. 
Back on the phone, the guy says: 
iOK, now what?i 


Revealing the Truth 


Two Gay men were having dinner 
ina fine restaurant. Their waitress, 
taking another order at a table a 
few paces away noticed that one of 
the men was slowly sliding down 
his chair and under the table, with 
the other manacting unconcerned. 


The waitress watched as 
the man slid all the way 
down his chair and out of 
sight under the table. 
Still, the other man dining 
across from him appeared 
calm and unruffled, 
apparently unaware that 
his dining companion 
had disappeared. After 
the waitress finished 
taking the order, she came 
over to the table and said 
to the man, iPardon me, 
sir, but I think your 
boyfriend just slid under 
the table.i The man 
calmly looked up at her 
and replied firmly, iNo 
he didnit. He just walked 
in the door.i 


Blonde Humor 


(As brought to you by a 
Blonde) 


Hear about the blonde 
that got an AM radio? 

It took her a month to 
realize she could play it 
at night. 


What happened to the 
blonde ice hockey team? 
They drowned in Spring 
training. 


What did the blonde say 
when she saw the sign in 
front of the YMCA? 
iLook! they spelled 
MACYiS wrong. 


Why did the blonde scale 
the chain-link fence? 
To see what was on the 
other side. 


How do you make a 
blonde laugh = on 
Saturday? 


D\_J/ Edmonton's most comp 
Visit us at 9668 Jasper Ave or call us at 422 2581 OPEN 24/7 


Tell her a joke on 
Wednesday. 


Do you have a Joke that 
you think would be 
suitable for our Jokes 
and Laffs Page? Submit 
your jokes to 
times 10@telusplanet.net. 
Each issue we will pull 
a favorite out and print 
it in the next issue. 
Please note that we will 
publish your name with 
your joke to give the 
right person credit, 
however, if you do not 
wish to have your name 
published, please state 
that in yoursubmission. 
Please title your e mail, 
iJOKES ENTRY FOR 
TIMES10" 
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Trans- 
Pride 


Mickey Wilson 


With thanks and 
acknowledgement of the wisdom 
of Jessica Xavier 


ilcan only fight because live learned 
to. Being aman one day anda woman 
the next isnit an easy thing to do.i - 
Bernadette, from Priscilla, Queen of 
the Desert 


Pride season is upon us, and you 
may be wondering what all the fuss 
is about. Indeed, the notion of iGLBT 
pridei may seem very strange to 
you. If you are homophobic, you 
may think that gay pride is patently 
ludicrous, an oxymoron even. 


The big parades in the center of 
major cities, with their colorful 
floats, Drag Queens and Dykes on 
Bikes - itis all too much, you say. Itis 
just crazy - all these aberrant 
lifestyles on display for all to see - 
and also risky. Arenit these people 
jeopardizing their jobs? What if their 
employers see them? And besides, 
the media will just zoom in on the 
drag queens and the leather folks, 
further exacerbating the poor image 
that sexual minorities already 
endure. No thanks, you say - count 
me out. I mean, whatis the point? 


Bernadetteis quote from Priscilla 
certainly rings true for me. I have 
had to learn to fight, to resist, to 
defend myself and others like me 
simply because I was born into the 
wrong sex. And by just living my 
life, I have become a trans warrior, 
struggling to survive in a hostile 
environment. The irony here is that 
the worst of the oppressors live had 
to face was my own body, coupled 
with my refusal to accept the truth of 
my existence - my own 
transsexualism. But better late than 
never. Today I can embrace my 
reality, my body, my self - because I 
have triumphed over my own 
internalized transphobia. Ihave lived 
to tell. 


While lacking a choice about who I 
truly am, I do have a choice on 
whether to celebrate it or not. Pride 
is a funny thing. Too little of it and 
we become empty shells, but too 
much of it and we become boastful 
and egocentric. Itis been said that 
ipride goeth before a fall, ibut what 
if youive already fallen? Or what if 
youive been knocked down, 
trampled, and had your face rubbed 
in excrement? 


Although I now know what pride is, 
I must confess a greater familiarity 
with its converse, shame, and I 
suspect that you too, might be equally 
familiar with it. Ours is a gender 
arrogant yet gender ignorant society. 
It punishes those who transgress 
against its heterosexist gender norms, 
such as its insistence on only opposite 
sex partners, and on gender roles 
and expressions congruent with 
sexual anatomy. To be born different 
into this culture is to be a target of 
shame. To grow up different and be 
called deviant is to be ashamed. To 
come to believe it yourself is to live 
ashamed. 


Given the dominant cultureis 
hostility towards diversity of all 
kinds, to reject its pervasive shaming 
of sexual minorities is very, very 
difficult. I struggle with it every day 
- indeed, my trans activism may just 
be a coping mechanism for it. It was 
only after a long personal struggle 
that self-acceptance finally came to 
me as a gift from my higher power, 
without whom I would not be here 
today. I now understand that who I 
am is who I have been all along, and 
that Ican be no other way. But is that 
fact of my existence alone enough 
for me to be proud of who I am? 


I can empathize with Candace 
Gingrich, for I too am an Accidental 
Activist. I had spent years working 
with other sexual minorities: gay, 
lesbian and bisexual men & women, 
who were proud of who they were. 
When I started to iget involvedi, I 
thought I was simply idoing the 
right thingi, identifying certain 
needs within our local trans 
community. Although I didnit know 
it then, many of them also were 
finding their own pride and were 
being empowered to speak and act. 


Looking back, I feel very fortunate 
and honoured to have worked with 
many wonderful gay, lesbian and 
bisexual activists, many of whom 
have mentors, my roles models, and 
my good friends. Their lives were an 
integral part élearning what Pride is 
all abouti. Working side by side 
with them was very therapeutic in 
dealing with my own struggles as a 
trans man. Having outed myself in 
the paper and hundreds of times 
before groups of strangers in 
education presentations, I can tell 
you that this type of confession is 
indeed good for the soul. But thereis 
still more to pride than just the 
absence of shame, 

It seems to me that all too often, we 
who are trans become obsessed with 
all the mechanistic details of 
becoming the women and men we 
know ourselves to be. With our eyes 
on the prize of transition and surgery, 
we become completely fixated on 
the myriad details of our physical 
transformations and in so doing, we 
miss the point completely. It is not 
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who we are becoming but the 
becoming itself that makes us who 
we are. To continue my existence 
on this planet, I had to overcome 
half a lifetime of denying my 
transsexuality, and then successfully 
transition genders while scrimping 
and saving for time off work during 
my surgery. After all that, I chose 
not to assimilate but to live my life 
openly as a transsexual man, which 
means I have had to work very hard 
to keep my jobs and my friends and 
the GLB community support. That 
is a lot of adversity for one life! The 
many hardships that any transsexual 
endures build a strong character, a 
keen survival instinct, an 
appreciation for living on the very 
edge of human experience. Is that 
not something to be proud of? 


And thereis even more to our pride. 
Besides dealing with the complexity 
and conquering the adversity in our 
lives, all transgendered people 
possess a special uniqueness, for to 
be a changeling is a mystical 
experience. We transgendered have 
existed since the dawn of time, on 
every continent, in every culture 
and in every race on earth. We have 
been the shamans and healers of 
earlier civilizations who have 
respected and honoured us for our 
unique difference. After all, we who 
are trans understand far more 
completely than anyone else those 
twin mysteries of the human race, 
male and female; and that wisdom 
is our gift to impart to the non-trans 
community. Sadly, ours is a culture 


that doesnit appreciate our gift - 
indeed, it even persecutes us for 
possessing it. But throughout human 
history, cultures have come and gone, 
while we who are trans have remained 
- thus it is our culture that must 
change, not us. And as fate has it, the 
imposing task of educating society 
and changing public perceptions 
about us has fallen to us, to this trans 
generation. 


Surviving and thriving in a hostile 
culture, bestowing our gifts to those 
who will appreciate them, all while 
supporting and sustaining each other 
through the dark times - these are the 
pillars of Trans Pride. Against all 
odds, by our own defiance of 
heterosexist gender norms, we 
continue to bear witness to an 
extraordinary human experience. In 
living these amazing lives, we 
struggle mightily to understand 
ourselves, to be heard by our loved 
ones, and to be accepted as fully 
human, as we fight the greatest of all 
oppressors - our own shame. It is our 
passionate struggle to triumph over 
our shame that defines us, not just as 
a sexual minority, but also as a proud 
people, worthy to join our gay, lesbian 
and bisexual sisters and brothers in 
celebrating our own _ special 
uniqueness. That is what we celebrate 
in Pride Week. And that celebration 
will keep us all strong, united and 
proud, until that time when the 
culture changes, and ALL PEOPLE 
can feel that pride each and every 


day of the year. 
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EDMONTON 2004 PRIDE FESTIVAL CALENDAR 


June 18-26: Edmonton's GLBT History 
at City Hall 


Fri. June 18: 2004 PRIDE AWARDS 
7 PM (City Hall) 


Sat. June 19: PRIDE PARADE 2 PM 
(Jasper Ave & 111 St) 
Entertainment Stage - Beer Gardens 
ERBA Business Fair - Face Painting 
Balloon Fun (Oliver Arena) © 


UNITY DANCE 8 PM coordinated 


by Womonspace (Alberta Avenue Hall) 


n. June 20: EVM Concert 3PM 
~- (McDougall United Church) 


june 20-21: We Have Come This Far.... (Stanley A Milner Library) 
}. June 21: We Have Come This Far.... Reception 6-9PM 
Wed. June 23: PUNK PRIDE (New City Likwid Lounge) 
Thurs. June 24: ACTS OF PRIDE 7PM (Workshop West) 
ine 26: PRIDE DANCE 8PM (Polish Hall) 


_ 


e 27: Edmonton Centennial Pancake Brunch & 
Penny Carnival NOON-4PM (at The Big Fresh) 
rales 7 ide | Events: June 3-6 ISCWR Coronation 2004 - June 11-12 Mr Edmonton Leather - 


A. Sobriety with Pride - June 20 Lambda/Gameau Church ‘Pride in Song:Jim & 
| Jean Strathdee’- June 25 ISCWR Mr. & Mz Gay Edmonton. 


GET THE COMPLETE PRIDE F 
JUNE 10 ISSUE OF 


ee oe DETAILS OF ALL EVENT 
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 
FDMONTON 2004 WWW.PRIDE EDI 
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Doors Spm} 
show 9pm j 
Upstairs 


internationsi music festive: 


Doors 8pm 
Show Spm 
$5.00 
Members 
$6.00 
Non-Memi. 
Cabaret 
Seating! 
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Looking for 
that Special 
Someone 


By Thom 


I remember seeing an old 
movie once in which a young 
gitl asked an older woman, 
iHow do you know when itis 
love?i The older woman 
replied, iltis not what you get 
when you are getting it, itis 
what you get after youive 
gotten it.i That line has always 
stayed with me because I find 
it to be true. The spark of the 
moment is fantastic, but when 
all is said and done, and some 
time has passed, what is the 
feeling that stays with you? 


I have had some amazing 
relationships. Some ended too 
soon; some did not end soon 
enough. My love resume is 
quite extensive. I know the 
person I finally end up with 
will reap the rewards of my 
years of history in learning 
how to love in many different 
ways. Ultimately I want a 
long-term relationship again. 


The relationship I thought 
would last forever did for the 
most part 6 but only in his 
world, for he passed away in 
my arms way too soon. Some 
would say that, through that 
experience, I had the ultimate 
love story. 


In a mate I look for honesty, 
loyalty, trust and emotional 
availability. Though I have 
my likes when it comes to the 
personis personal appearance, 
it is not what I am ultimately 
drawn too. 


Being HIV positive also adds 
some difficulty when trying 
to look forward and think of a 
new romance. Along with the 
qualities I mentioned, I know 
another aspect to success 
would be that we would need 
to be incredibly 
compassionate for where we 
are in each otheris lives. 


My ex told me something very 
smart when my recent 
relationship ended. He said, 
iGoing forward, remember 
you always get what you 
settled for.i Another line that 
will stay with me, Maybe he 
should write for the movies. 


10724 - 124 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
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So, What 
Are You So 
Proud 
About? 


Reflections on Pride 
and Prejudice 


Robert Wm. Smith 
HIV Edmonton 


When I think about it, [would 
say I have lots to be proud 
about. I am a gay male, I am 
a gay father, Jam a member of 
a growing community and I 
am proud of the freedom I 
have taken into my life. I 
have a wonderful relationship 
with a proudly gay man. Iam 
proud of the accomplishments 
I have made in my work in 
HIV/AIDS, I am proud of the 
impact that work is having on 
future prevention and support 
efforts for HIV Edmonton and 
all populations infected and 
affected by HIV/AIDS. Iam 
proud of HIV Edmonton. 


Iam also proud of the level of 
tolerance that is developing 
in Canada for iour kindi, 
although in truth, I certainly 
donit want to be tolerated but 
rather accepted as an active 
and contributing member of 
the Canadian landscape. I 
know that it is not always the 
case with everyone. Some 
folk find it difficult to come 
up with anything to be proud 
about, and that must be painful 
and lonely. 


In our icommunityi we offer 
abit of amyth by just uttering 
the word. I say this because, 
and as an example, GLCCE 
struggled for years to provide 
much needed services to 


address the many social, 
health and wellness issues 
we, as individuals and we, as 
acommunity, face, with little 
or no help from _ the 
icommunityi. In a city the 
size of Edmonton and 
particularly if we include the 
surrounding districts, and 


means us. We, the members 
of said icommunityi will also 
have to take some pride in the 
Pride Centre and contribute. 
Yes, I know, that is a 
frightening thing to some, to 
part with their hard earned 
and it is worrisome to others 
who legitimately cannot 

contribute, but 

we, as 

individuals and 


we, as a 
community must 
give what we can 
and, freely. 


EDMONTON 


using even the most 
conservative formula of 1% 
of the population as members 
of our icommunityi, where 
were those close to 10,000 
people when the cries of 
distress sounded for 
GLCCE? Iam proud of the 
many, many people who have 
contributed time and energy 
over the years in an attempt 
to realize that dream. 


I am proud too, of those who 
stepped forward with a vision 
that is going to need us all to 
see it to fruition. It is not an 
unreasonable vision; in fact, 
it is far reaching and well 
thought out. It will take 
resources, lots of resources 
and those leading the cause 
are not afraid to turn over 
every stone until those 
resources are realized. There 
are many areas of public 
funding that are available to 
organizations like the 
proposed Pride Centre of 
Edmonton; unfortunately, 
most are short-term project 
dollars and then the projects 
are kicked out of the nest, 
while many are HIV/AIDS 
related. The few sustaining 
pots that are available are 
hotly competed for. 


The new Pride Centre is 
going to need to tap as many 
of those pots as it can. That 
will take skill in grant writing, 
articulation of their vision, 
and pride in and the support 
of theircommunity. And that 
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Money is the key, 
vision, the 
driving factor 
and we are the 
energy, ideas and human 
resources to make it all a 
reality. 


Pride is going to mean 
different things to different 
people. We all know those 
who embrace Pride Week as 
a celebration and act on it and 
those who absolutely do not 
see the necessity of it and 
openly condemn and boycott 
the Pride activities; and there 
are many levels in between. 
Some cannot celebrate Pride 
Week because any 
participation, particularly if 
it is going to attract media, is 
a threat to jobs, homes, 
familial relationships and the 
comfort of the closet they 
choose to live in. 


Risking repeating myself, 
which I often do, given the 
nature of the health and 
wellness issues the GLBTT 
community faces, Pride Week 
is our highest profile week. It 
affords the community and 
individuals in the community 
an opportunity to actually 
leave behind the Alberta 
Advantage of bigotry and 
discrimination, conservatism 
and fundamentalist harangue 
and just be ourselves. In 2002 
Pride issue of Times.10, I 
talked about the legislation 
of the day which was Alberta 
Bill 29 erroneously defining 
marriage as a union of male 
and female . (erroneous 
because. “the Alberta 
government has no authority 
to define marriage), another 


Alberta Bill 30 which gave 
gays and lesbians a clear 
alternative to enter a union 
called ilInterdependencyiand 
a statement by present day 
Deputy Prime Minister Anne 
McLellan as Justice Minister 
assuring the House of 
Commons that marriage 
would be reserved for 
heterosexual unions. Not 
much has changed since then. 


Same-sex marriage will go 
the way of the dodo bird when 
the Liberals actually 
punctuate their election 
platforms with promises to 
rephrase marriage in 
conservatively acceptable 
terminology, sanctifying 
marriage for heterosexual 
couples and ilegalizingi 
marriage for homosexuals. A 
watered down version of 
inclusion is not inclusion. 
The distinction is very telling 
when applied to terms like 
equality. Our only and I do 
mean only hope is that the 
Supreme Court remembers it 
role in our social and legal 
structure while it embraces 
its own precedents and forces 
the change in the definition 
of marriage to include same- 
sex unions. Hopefully, we 
can feel proud of Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau and the Constitution 
Act of 1982 for making it so. 
There is an added glimmer of 
hope in the Massachusetts 
court ruling in favour of same- 
sex marriage. What happens 
in the US of A is just about 
rule of law in Canada. This is 
the one time that reality could 
work to our advantage. 


So these are the political 
realities of living in Alberta 
and among those whom 
would rather we just go away. 
Take pride in the fact that we 
are not going away. We area 
part of all of it and it is up to 
us to transform our pride into 
action. Support each other, 
be proud ob: foun 
accomplishments, take pride 
in our reality, and help those 
whose pride is tarnished to 
polish it up and celebrate with 
us. Oh yeah, offer some 
assistance to the new Pride 
Centre of Edmonton; it is all 
about Pride. 


Study - 
Men 
online: 
Younger, 
Single — 
and risk 
Takers 


by Gus Cairns 


A U.K. study comparing 
men who meet online 
through sites’ like 
Gay.com and Gaydar 
with men questioned in 
gyms has found that men 
who make most of their 
contacts online are on 
average somewhat 
younger, less well- 
educated, less likely to 
be in a relationship, less 
likely to have tested for 
HIV 6 and more likely 
to have unsafe sex. 


During 2002 Jonathan 
Elford and colleagues 
from Londonis City 
University compared the 
responses to a 
questionnaire distributed 


in gyms in London to 
responses to an online 
questionnaire on 
Gay.com U.K., Gaydar 
and in other chat rooms. 


Altogether, 2,097 gay 
Londoners 
responded, 

879 in the gyms 
and 1,218 online. 
The online 
respondents were 
less likely to 
exclusively have 
sex with men. 
Eleven percent 
were bisexual, as 
opposed to 6 
percent of the 
gym boys. Considerably 
fewer had been tested for 
HIV 6 68 percent versus 
80 percent. About two- 
thirds had a university 
education as opposed to 
four out of five gym 
respondents. And, 
although this was not 
statistically significant, 
they were on average 
slightly younger 6 34 
rather than 36. 

The online men were 
more likely to have had 
unprotected anal sex in 
three months before the 
survey. Roughly a third 
had done this, as opposed 


to fewer than a quarter of 
the gymgoers. 


Altogether, 15 percent of 
the men surveyed were 
HIV-positive, 65 percent 
had last tested HIV- 


"The Online Men 
were more likely 


to have 


unprotected sex" 


negative and 20 percent 
had never tested. 


When the HIV status of 
the men was taken into 
account it was found that 
HIV-positive net surfers 
were no more likely than 
HIV-positive gym 
bunnies to have had 
unprotected sex. In 
contrast, online men 
whose last test was 
negative were 1.7 times 
more likely to report 
unprotected sex than 
HIV-negative gymgoers, 
and men who had never 


tested were 2.5 times 
more likely. 


Despite higher levels of 
sexual risk-taking, 
online men were less 
optimistic about HIV 
treatments. 50 
percent fewer 
agreed with the 
statements il am 
less worried 
about HIV infec- 
tion now that 
treatments have 
improvedi and 
il believe that 
new HIV drug 
therapies make 
people with HIV 
less infectious.1 About 
one in five of the gym 
men agreed with these 
statements, but only 15 
percent of the online 
men. 


The Independent on 
Sunday wrote an article 
entifled mmiGittm on 
potentially lethal sex is 
linked to rise in HIV 
cases,t purportedly 
liking the Elford study 
with ibugchasersi or 
men who deliberately 
seek out HIV infection 
6 something not 
mentioned in the study. 


Business & Service Directory 


ACU MASSAGE THERAPY 
Dwayne Holm, RMT 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE FOR STRESS 
REDUCTION, RELAXATION AND THE RE- 
LIEF OF MUSCULAR PAIN. 

Phone: 483-3190 


Edmonton 780-413-7122 
Calgary 403-777-9494 


M e e 4 
he Pride Video Video! Tnsurance Brokers 
Interested in placing an order with us? Ty West 
ans es 


Cards Call (877)-452-7743 DVD Insurance Brokers 


10121-124 St. Edmonton AB, T5N 1P5 
Ken Vaughan (E.L1.C.) 


Call 967-2282 
Onoway Branch 


Lube Shipping Charges apply Toys 


Legal 


The Waist is a terrible thing 
to mind. 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 
Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


Ziggy 


Accounting 


Millwoods Accounting Services Ltd 
Michael James 
President 


Health 


a Capital 
STD Centre i. Health 
11111 Jasper Ave. Edmonton [General 


Hospital] 


Small Business Accounting & Personal Tax 
3279A Parsons Road Phone: 780-450-1686 
mwacc@telusplanet.net 


Call 413-5156 for an appointment. 
Free confidential testing, treatment and 
counselling of STDis & HIV 
No Alberta Health Care Card required. 


David Ushko Chartered Accountant 


Serving businesses Providing accounting and 
and individuals tax service and advice 


Personal and corporate Telephone: (780) 425-2350 
tax returns Free initial consultation 


Services 


905, 10010 - 106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


Rob Pearson 


Come worship with usOat Lambda everyone is welcome! 
free hfe Sa 


LAMBDA Christian Community Church 
11148-84 Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone: (780) 887-8611 
Web site: www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 
E-mail: lambdachurch@shaw.ca 


| Hardwood | 

pesekors 12736 - St. Albert Trail 
Commercial Carpet Phone: 454-2727 
| Residential Carpet Pager: 480-0949 


Worship Services: Sunday 7 p.m. 
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HOT MALE CHAT * UNCENSORED EROTIC 


www.cruiseline. 


Cruiseline is proud te sponsor... A Cruise 


Northern Chaps, Edmonton's original ieathersfetistruniform club present... 


Mr. Edmonton Leather = Black Solstice 2004 


Saturday June 12 « Doors @ Spm 
TransAlta Arts Barns ~ 10830 Bath Avenue 


ores tynecat se 


esmersee cst 


Thursdays at | ght Club 
‘It's Cruiseline's Wet Underwear Contest! 


Put on your best tighty-whities and enter to win great prizes! 
Tickets $85 (non-members) $10 (members) at B&D kein . veaetherncaps con Doors open @ 9pm = IIT25B Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 Nite Club 
— eS 


Seuapinn ie viion of Fok Yranale Press, a por-opursted vot fr prof cornpans For mare Information about Crufseine, cal our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at 877-882-2008, 
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EVENT CENTRAL 


June 3-13 
FEATURING “THE PARTY” 


Coronation 2004 June 3-6 


FEATURING “THE INTOWN SHOW™ 


>» wJune 18-27 


mene 
*enton F 
EDMONTON GRY PRIDE, 10 GREAT GHY DAYS! 

FEATURING B DIFFERENT EVENT EVERY NIGHT! 


M7 June 25-July 4 
iT TH rar ANNE BEAUMONT & REONDA WITENELL” 

) uly 1 
FEATURING ( OUR FAMOUS CANADA DRY BEER BASH! 


THE ROOST, YOUR ONE STOP 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St./ 426-3150 "84 
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